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September, 2018

BIOGRAPHICAL
James M. Kari
Business address: Dena=inag- Titaztunt
1089 Bruhn Rd.
Fairbanks, AK 99709
E-mail: james.kari@alaska.edu
Federal DUNS number: 189991792, Alaska Business License No. 982354

EDUCATION

Ph.D., University of New Mexico (Curriculum & Instruction and Linguistics), 1973
Doctoral dissertation: Navajo Verb Prefix Phonology (diss. advisors: Stanley Newman, Bruce Rigsby,
Robert



ANLC publications by James Kari:
http://www.uaf.edu/anlc/publications/detail/index.xml?author=Kari,%20James
ANLA Archive statistics for James Kari: http://www.uaf.edu/anla/about/statistics/ currently over
1000 items catalogued, 965 listed in 2016, the most of any contributor to ANLA.
Wikipedia entry for James Kari: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James Kari
GNIS Alaska place name feature search citations: geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnispublic/; hundreds of citations
on specific Dene place names based upon published data in reports, books
Alaska Humanities Forum Governor’s Award “Distinguished Service to the Humanities”. October, 20009.
HAIL Awards, Honoring Alaska's Indigenous Literature
2007 6 XNGX 1H4 1XKWJKHOQHN ,Y100 7HOO <RX $ 6WRU\ by Walter Johnsc
2004  Engithidong Xugixudhoy: Their Stories of Long Ago told by Belle Deacon (1987)
2002 A Dena'ina Legacy, K'tl'egh'i Sukdu: The Collected Writings of Peter Kalifornsky (1991)
2001 Koyukon Athabaskan Dictionary (2000)
Special Recognition Award, Association of Interior Native Educators, in Recognition of Lifetime Work
with Athabaskan languages, August, 1997
Professor of Linguistics, Emeritus, University of Alaska Fairbanks, in recognition of 23 years of research and
service, 1997
American Book Award for A Dena'ina Legacy by Peter Kalifornsky, from Before Columbus Foundation
1992.
Navajo Verb Prefix Phonology Garland Publishing, Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics, First Series,
1976. [Used as text book in Navajo Linguistics courses at University of New Mexico since the late
1970s as well as at other university linguistics programs.]

TECHNICAL CONSULTING






Grant from Alaska Humanities Forum, “Salcha Narratives and Lexicon,” 1990-91

Contract from Alaska Department of Fish and Game to research Kantishna Area Place Names, 1988
(with Sharon Hargus) Grant from Canadian Studies Institutional Research Program; “A Survey of The
Northwest Yenga Deni'-Sekani Linguistic Boundary,” 1988

Grant from Alaska Humanities Forum, Athabaskan Languages Conference, 1988

Contract with Woodward-Clyde Consultants to investigate religious and historical sites in the Susitna
hydroelectric corridor, 1985-86

Contract with Gitksan-Wet'suwet'en Tribal Council to research Babine-Witsu Wit'en language, 1986

Contract with National Park Service for Dena'ina tape transcriptions, 1985

Contract with Cook Inlet Region Inc. to produce book Shem Pete's Alaska, 1985

Grant from Alaska Historical Commission, “Upper Ahtna Narratives,” 1984

Grant from Alaska Humanities Forum for Athabaskan Languages Conference, 1983

Contract from Copper River Native Association for the Ahtna Ethnogeography Project, 1982

Contracts from U.S. Soil Conservation Service and Alaskarctic for survey of Upper Inlet Tanaina place

names, 1981-82

Grant from Alaska Humanities Forum, “A Visit to California by Peter Kalifornsky,” 1979

Editor of Ahtna, Tanaina, and Koyukon dictionaries, Alaska Native Language Dictionary Project, National
Science Foundation and National Endowment for the Humanities, 1978-83

Ethnology Contract, British Columbia Provincial Museum, Research on Hagwilget Carrier, 1978

National Science Foundation grant BNS-76-18647, “A Study of the Ingalik Language,” 1976-78

Ethnology Contract, National Museum of Canada, Research on Hagwilget Carrier, 1975



5

2000 Contributions of the United States Geological Survey to the Documentation of Alaska Native Names,
1950-75. Names 48.3/4:193-198.

1996 A Preliminary View of Hydronymic Districts in Northern Athabaskan Prehistory. Names 44:253-271.

1996 Names as Signs: ‘Mountain’ and ‘Stream’ in Alaskan Athabaskan Languages. In Athabaskan
Language Studies, Essays in Honor of Robert W. Young. Ed. By E. Jelinek, S. Midgette, K. Rice, and L.
Saxon. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press. Pp. 443-75.

1996 Linguistic Traces of Denaina Strategy at the Archaic Periphery. In Adventures Through Time:
Readings in the Anthropology of Cook Inlet. Edited by Davis, N. Y. and W. Davis. Anchorage: the Cook

Inlet Historical Society. Pp. 49-64.
1996 (editor) The Little Old Lady Who Lived Alone. In The Last New Land: Stories of Alaska, Past and

Present. Ed. by Wayne Mergler. Pp. 137-



1974 Variation in the Navajo OH-reduction Rule. Diné Bizaad Nanil'iih/Navajo Language Review,
1(4):203-211.

1974 (with Bernard Spolsky) Apachean Language Maintenance. International Journal of the Sociology of
Language 2:91-100.

1974 (with Bernard Spolsky) Athapaskan Language Maintenance and Bilingualism. In Southwest Areal
Linguistics, ed. by Garland Bills. Institute for Cultural Pluralism, San Diego State University.

b. Books and monographs
2018 (to appear, with Siri G. Tuttle) Yenida'atah, Ts'utsaede, K'adiide, in Legendary Times, Ancient Times
and Recent Times, an Anthology of Ahtna Narratives. ANLC.
2016 (with James A. Fall) Shem Pete's Alaska: The Territory of the Upper Cook Inlet Dena'ina. Rd'slk(R)1578eaDilng7 ( 1)6.:



c. Reviews
2014 Travels to the Alseck: Edward Gleve's Reports from Southwest Yukon and Southeast Alaska, 1890-91. By
Edward J. Gleve. Ed. byJ. Cruikshank, D. Hitch, and J. Ritter. 2013. Yukon Native Language Centre.
Alaska Journal of Anthropology 12(2):110-111.
2014 From the Land of Ever Winter to the American Southwest: Athapaskan Migrations, Mobility and
Ethnogenesis. Edited by Deni J. Seymour, Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press. IJAL, vol. 80, no. 3,
2014, pp. 415-22 2004 Review of Haida Syntax, vols. 1 & 2 by John Enrico. Journal of Anthropological
Research: 60:281-82.
1997 Review of Tales From the Dena: Indians Stories from the Tanana, Koyukuk and Yukon Rivers by
Frederica de Laguna. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Society 3(3):621-622.
1991 Review of A Grammar of Slave by Keren Rice. Anthropological Linguistics 31:288-91.
1988 Review of Ekeyi Gyd Cho Chu, My Country, Big Salmon River: Place Names of the Big Salmon River
Region, Yukon Territory by Gertie Tom. Names 36(1-2):121 and Yukon Review 1(1):120.
1987 Review of Alaska Place Names by A. E. Schorr. Names 35(1):40-41.
1984 (with Jeff Leer) Review of The Navajo Language by R. Young and W. Morgan. International Journal
of American Linguistics 50:124-131.

1978 Review of A Navajo Lexicon by Harry Hoijer. Language 54.3:704-710. 978-0-615-43296-0

2. Non-refereed publications
a. Articles, reports, curricula, web materials
2018 Some Comments on Language Work in Alaska. Working Papers in Dene Languages, 2017. No. 14. Pp.
85-88, ANLC.
2018 (with Alan Boraas, Aaron Leggett, R. Greg Dixon) Bibliography of Sources on Dena’ina and
Cook Inlet Anthropology, Final Version, 4.3 https:/scholarworks.alaska.edu/handle/11122/8285
169 pp.
2012 James Kari. IN There and Back Again, Turki ye Baris Gonulltst, Peace Corps Turkey, Group 13
1966-68. ed. by Sandy Anderson et al. Pp. 40-41.
2012 Arguments for the Proto-Dene Lex Loci: Reviewing the Ethnogeographic Bullet Points. Paper
presented at Dene Languages Conference, WWWU, Bellingham. ANLA: G977k2012
2012 (with R. Greg Dixon, Alan Boraas and Aaron Leggett) Bibliography of Sources on Dena’ina and Cook
Inlet Anthropology Version 3.1; 165 pp.
2011 Afterword. According to Mama. as told by Laura David Anderson to Audrey Loftus. 2" edition.
Fairbanks: St. Matthews Episcopal Church.
2011 Foreword. Gwich'in Athabascan Implements: History, Manufacture, and Usage According to
Reverend David Salmon, by Thomas O'Brien. University of Alaska Press.
2009 Bac’its’aadi, Ahtna text by Martha Jackson, CD with text. Glennallen: Ahtna Heritage Foundation.
2008 (with Johanna Nichols & Edward Vajda) Linguists demonstrate Siberian-North American Link
Linguist List March 2, 2008. http://linguistlist.org/issues/19/19-717.html
2008- Dena’ina Audio Collection. Database file of Dena’ina audio recordings. Ms. (Ongoing). See Kari 2004.
2007  with Andrea Berez (editors). Inland Dena’ina Key Words, Lime Village Dialect by Helen Dick.
Anchorage: Alaska Native Heritage Center and Dena’inaq’ Titaztunt. 29 pp & CD
2006 Literature: Dach' Dena'inaq’ Qeyegh Nugelnixch', six time aligned texts at //qenaga.org/literature.html
2005 (with R. Greg Dixon and Alan Boraas Bibliography of Sources on Dena’ina and Cook Inlet Anthropology
Version 2.4. 150 pp.
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2005  (with William E. Simeone). The Harvest and Use of Non-salmon Fish Species in the Copper River
Basin Office of Subsistence Management Fisheries Resource Monitoring Program. Alaska Department of
Fish and Game, Division of Subsistence. Technical Paper No. 292.

2004 Recent Developments in the Study of Dena'ina Language and Culture. Report to Lake Clark- Katmai

National Park and Preserve. 37 pp. jkjk

2004 Kenai Dena’ina Key Words. Fairbanks: Dena’inaq’ Titaztunt.

2003 Upper Inlet Denazina Key Words. With Sava Stephan. Dena’inaq’ Titaztunt.

2003 Mentasta Ahtna Key Words, with Katie John. Dena’inaq’ Titaztunt.

2002 [2005] (with William E. Simeone) Traditional Knowledge and Fishing Practices of the Ahtna of Copper
River, Alaska. Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Subsistence, Technical Paper No.
270. 2" printing with revisions, 2005. 189 pp.

2001 Evan, Hester. 7VRa 7H\DY .KDFKYHQDGOTLQHQK 7KH 2QH :KR +LG 2XW DYV
Valley War Story). at http://www.uaf.edu/anlc/troth/tanana-valley-war-story/index.xml

2002 Some Observations about Fish Terms in Athabascan Languages. Proceedings of the 2002 Athabascan

Languages Conference. Alaska Native Language Center Working Papers No. 2:15-36.

2000 Ahtna Language Lessons (four dialect versions). Mt. Sanford Tribal Consortium.

1998 Upper Inlet Dena'ina Language Lessons, with Sava Stephan. Dena’inaq’ Titaztunt.

1998 (with John Smelcer and Mildred Buck) Ahtna Noun Dictionary with Pronunciation Guide. Glennallen:
Ahtna Heritage Foundation. 120 pp.

1994 Ahtna Word-Initial Alphabetical Index. 35 pp. Ms.
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1973 (with Louise Benally) Report of a Meeting on Navajo Bilingual Teacher Education. op. cit. pp. 17-43.
1973 Variation in the S-Y-DZ Stems. Rock Point Community School Newsletter 2.4:26-28.

b. Books

2009 Mentasta Ahtna Advanced Reader, by Katie John. Linguistic transcription by John T. Ritter and James
Kari. Chistochina: Mount Sanford Tribal Consortium. 40 pp.

2009 Mentasta Ahtna Language Lessons. 2™ edition, by Katie John. Linguistic transcription by John T. Ritter
and James Kari. Chistochina: Mount Sanford Tribal Consortium. 58 pp.

2008 (with Siri Tuttle). Menhti Kenaga’, Lower Tanana Language Lessons, by Ellen Frank. Dena’inag’

Titaztunt and Alaska Native Language Center.

2007  (editor with Andrea Berez) Inland Dena’ina Key Words, Lime Village Dialect, by Helen Dick.
Alaska Native Heritage Center.

2005  Upper Inlet Denasina Language Lessons, by Sava Stephan. Alaska Native Heritage Center.

2005 (transcribed by James Kari, edited by Cynthea L. Ainsworth). Lower Ahtna Language Lessons; by
Henry and Etta Bell. Chistochina: Mount Sanford Tribal Consortium. 59 pp.

2005 (transcribed by James Kari, edited by Cynthea L. Ainsworth). Cantwell Ahtna Language Lessons; by

Louise Mayo and Jane Nicholas. Chistochina: Mount Sanford Tribal Consortium. 59 pp.
2004 (editor) by Walter Johnson. 6 XNG X 1H& 1 XKWJKHOQHN
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1981 (editor) C'ek'e, Animal Tracks. Told by Mollie Billum et al. Anchorage: National Bilingual Materials
Development Center, 38 pp.

1980 (editor) Nuvendaltun Ht'ana Sukdu'a, Nondalton People's Stories. Written by Albert Wassillie.
Anchorage:National Bilingual Materials Development Center. 50 pp.

1980 (editor) K'ich'ighi, Dena'ina Riddles. Written by Albert Wassillie. Anchorage: National Bilingual
Materials Development Center. 74 pp. [Excerpted in Lightning Inside You ed. by J. Bierhorst, 1992.]

1979 (editor) Tubughna E nena, the Tyonek People's Country. By Max and Nellie Chickalusion. ANLC. 24p

1979 (editor) Dena'ina Qenaga Duch'duldih, Dena'ina Athabaskan Junior Dictionary. By Albert
Wassillie. Anchorage: National Bilingual Materials Development Center. 116 pp.

1978 Deg Xinag (Ingalik) Noun Dictionary. ANLC. 108 pp.

1978 (editor) K'gizaghetnu Ht'ana, The Stony River People. Anchorage: National Bilingual Materials
Development Center. 30 pp. Reprinted in 1981.

1978 The Heritage of Eklutna: Mike Alex 1908-1977. Anchorage: Eklutna Alex Inc. [Reviewed in Alaska
Journal, Spring 1979.]

1978 Holikachuk Noun Dictionary. ANLC. 58 pp.

1977 (editor) Digelas Tukda, the Biography of a Tanaina Chief. Told by Shem Pete. ANLC. 18 pp.

1977 Nda eTsukdu'a and Gheldzay Tsukdu'a (Crane Story and Moon Story). By Katherine Nicolie. ANLC.31p

1977 (editor) Kahtnuht'ana Qenaga, The Kenai People's Language. Written by Peter Kalifornsky. ANLC.

1977 Nay'nade &l'ghaan Dghat'aen‘den (The War at Nay'nade t). Told by Henry and Jennie Peters. ANLC21p

1977 Dena'ina Noun Dictionary. ANLC. 356 pp. [Reviewed in IJAL 45.4:358 by V. Golla.]

1977 Balluta, Harry, Albert Wassillie, James Kari, and Joan Tenenbaum. Fitka Nik'unu'ilitlet. Fitka is

Jumping. ANLC. 14 pp.
1975 (editor)
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2013, 2014 Hays, Justin, M., Charles M. Mobley, William E. Simeone, Patrick T. Hall, Gerad M. Smith,
James Kari, Crystal L. Glassburn, Carol Gelvin-Reymiller, and Peter M. Bowers. Report of the 2013
Cultural Resource Inventory for the Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric Project, Middle Susitna River,
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Proposed Lake Clark National Park, Alaska and Additions to Katmai National Monument. UAF,
Anthropology & Historic Preservation, Cooperative Park Studies Unit. Occasional Paper 15. p. 110-
119.

1977 Dena'ina place hames map. Ms.

1977 Documenting Alaska Native Place Names. Typescript. ANLC. 12 pp.

1976 Lime Village Territory. Ms. Typescript. 2 pp.

c. Place name submissions and place name policy activities (with Alaska BGN and USBGN)
1982 Principal consultant for CSSB 727, Laws of Alaska, Relating to the duties of the State Geographic
Board, passed unanimously by the Alaska House and Senate, approved by Gov. Hammond, 6/28/82; see
ANLA item: G977K1982a

1985 Kalifornsky & Kalifornsky Beach, Kenai PeninsulaAK602506N1511724W; changed from

Kalifonsky.

2002 K’idazqg’eni Glacier ‘one that is burning inside’ Kenai PeninsulaAK611340N1520715W

2002 K’esugi Ridge ‘the ancient one’, Matanuska-Susitna *625200N* 1493934W *AK*

2005 Ch'akajabena Lake ‘tail comes out lake’, Ch'akajabena Mountain Kenai Peninsula,
*610939N*1522536W*AK; changed from Chakacham2u(. H)-6m1(t)-2.€k
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1996 Directionality and Seriation in Northern Athabaskan Hydronyms. American Anthropological
Association. San Francisco.

1996 Some Theoretical and Practical Issues in Northern Athabaskan Ethnogeography. Symposium: Alaska
Native Geographies, Arctic Science Conference, September.

1996 (with Sharon Hargus) Lexical Comparison between Ahtna and Babine-Wetsowit:en. Seminar on
Athabaskan and Na-Dene Prehistory. Alaska Anthropological Association. March.

1994 Stacking Templatic Morphology in Athabaskan Languages, University of Hawaii Linguistics Dept.
Colloguium

1994 Local vs. Regional Place Naming Conventions in Alaskan Athabaskan Languages, University of
Hawaii Geography Dept. Colloquium.

1993 Dena'ina as an Archaic Peripheral Language. Symposium on Cook Inlet. Alaska Anthropological
Association.

1993 Diversity in Morpheme Order in Several Alaskan Athabaskan Languages. The Berkeley Linguistics
Society.

1991 Fish and Fishing Terms as Evidence of Athabaskan Prehistory. Alaska Quaternary Center Seminar

Series.

1989 Slot and Filler Morphology and Stacking Templatic Word Formation in Ahtna Athabaskan.
Morphology Workshop, Linguistic Institute, University of Arizona.

1989 (with Robert W. Young) Navajo Aspect in Comparative Perspective. Athabaskan Languages
Conference, Tuscon.

1988 Twelve Minutes on the Ahtna (Athabaskan) Verb Complex. Linguistic Society of America, San

Francisco.
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1976 The Tanaina Language. Program with Shem Pete, Mike Alex and Peter Kalifornsky at Cook Inlet
Historical Society, Anchorage.
1974 The Tanaina Language of Cook Inlet. Kenai Area History Conference, Kenai.



FELLOWSHIPS
Visiting scholar, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany, Fall, 2003
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Thornton, Thomas A. 1995. Place and Being Among the Tlingit. Ph.D. dissertation. University of
Washington.
Potter, Ben A. 1996. A Preliminary View of Ahtna Archaeology.

17
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Cooper, H.K. 2007. The anthropology of native copper technology and social complexity in Alaska and the
Yukon Territory: an analysis using archaeology, archaeometry, and ethnohistory. Doctoral
dissertation. Department of Anthropology, University of Alberta, Edmonton.

Leonard, Beth Dementi. 2007. Deg Xinag oral traditions: reconnecting indigenous language and education
through traditional narratives. Ph.D. dissertation. University of Alaska Fairbanks.

Stone, Daniel E. 2008. Taking The Trail Home: Settlement Patterns Of The K’enaht’ana Dena’ina and
Forgotten Knowledge, Native Village of Eklutna. National Park Service, Historical Preservation
Grant , 02-06-NA-0282, 152 pp.

Tuttle, Siri G. 2008. Phonetics and word definition in Ahtna Athabascan. Linguistics 46-2:439-471

Easton, Norman A. 2008. Upper Tanana Place Names Database, Villages, Camps, Mountains, Lakes, &
Streams. Yukon College. Ms.

Boraas, Alan. S. 2009. An Introduction to Dena'ina Grammar, the Kenai Dialect. Kenai: Alan Borass and the
Sovereign Nation of the Kenaitze. 2012 edition;
web.kpc.alaska.edu/denaina/documents/denaina_grammar.pdf

Tuttle, Siri G. 2009. Menhti Kokht'ana Kenaga', Minto Lower Tanana Athabascan Pocket Dictionary.
Fairbanks: ANLC.

Tuttle, Siri G. 2009 Ahtna Athabaskan grammar reference. Chistochina: Mt. Sanford Tribal Consortium.

Evanoff, Karen. 2010. ' HQDJLQD (4QHQD aCelebration, Voices of the Dena'ina. Anchorage: National Park
Service.

O'Brien, Thomas. 2011. Gwich'in Athabascan Implements: History, Manufacture, and Usage According to
Reverend David Salmon. University of Alaska Press.

Berez, Andrea Lauren. 2011. Directional Reference, Discourse, and Landscape in Ahtna. Ph.D. dissertation.
University of California at Santa Barbara.

Hayton, Allan J. 2013. Diigwandak: Stories From a Gwich’in Language Classroom. MA thesis. UAF.

Cannon, Christopher M. 2014.
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Extended collaboration with Dr. Bob Hsu of the University of Hawaii's Linguistics Dept. to adapt Lexware
programs to Dene languages, 1981-2000

Editor, Athabaskan News, 1982-1985

The Society for the Study of the Indigenous Languages of the Americas, 1982

Reviewer of articles for Handbook of North American Indians, vol. 6. 1977-80; vol. 17, 1995-96

American Name Society, 1978

Alaska Anthropological Association, 1974
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