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The Governments whose duly authorised representatives have subscribed hereto,  

 

Recognizing the interest of the nations of the world in safeguarding for future generations the 
great natural resources represented by the whale stocks;  

 

Considering that the history of whaling has seen over-fishing of one area after another and of 
one species of whale after another to such a degree that it is essential to protect all species of 
whales from further over-fishing;  

 

Recognizing that the whale stocks are susceptible of natural increases if whaling is properly 
regulated, and that increases in the size of whale stocks will permit increases in the number of 
whales which may be captured without endangering these natural resources;  

 

Recognizing that it is in the common interest to achieve the optimum level of whale stocks as 
rapidly as possible without causing widespread economic and nutritional distress;  

 

Recognizing that in the course of achieving these objectives, whaling operations should be 
confined to those species best able to sustain exploitation in order to give an interval for 
recovery to certain species of whales now depleted in numbers;  

 

Desiring to establish a system of international regulation for the whale fisheries to ensure proper 
and effective conservation and development of whale stocks on the basis of the principles 
embodied in the provisions of the International Agreement for the Regulation of Whaling, signed 
in London on 8th June, 1937, and the protocols to that Agreement signed in London on 
24th June, 1938, and 26th November, 1945; and  

 

Having decided to conclude a convention to provide for the proper conservation of whale stocks 
and thus make possible the orderly development of the whaling industry;  

 

Have agreed as follows: 
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(g) methods of measurement; and  

(h) catch returns and other statistical and biological records.  

2. These amendments of the Schedule  

(a) shall be such as are necessary to carry out the objectives and purposes of this 
Convention and to provide for the conservation, development, and optimum utilization of the 
whale resources; 

(b) shall be based on scientific findings;  

(c) shall not involve restrictions on the number or nationality of factory ships or land stations, 
nor allocate specific quotas to any factory ship or land station or to any group of factory ships 
or land stations; and  

(d) shall take into consideration the interests of the consumers of whale products and the 
whaling industry.  

3. Each of such amendments shall become effective with respect to the Contracting 
Governments ninety days following notification of the amendment by the Commission to each of 
the Contracting Governments, except that  

(a) if any Government presents to the Commission objection to any amendment prior to the 
expiration of this ninety-day period, the amendment shall not become effective with respect 
to any of the Governments for an additional ninety days;  

(b) thereupon, any other Contracting Government may present objection to the amendment 
at any time prior to the expiration of the additional ninety-day period, or before the expiration 
of thirty days from the date of receipt of the last objection received during such additional 
ninety-day period, whichever date shall be the later; and  

(c) thereafter, the amendment shall become effective with respect to all Contracting 
Governments which have not presented objection but shall not become effective with respect 
to any Government which has so objected until such date as the objection is withdrawn. The 
Commission shall notify each Contracting Government immediately upon receipt of each 
objection and withdrawal and each Contracting Government shall acknowledge receipt of all 
notifications of amendments, objections, and withdrawals.  

4. No amendments shall become effective before 1st July, 1949.  

ARTICLE VI 

The Commission may from time to time make recommendations to any or all Contracting 
Governments on any matters which relate to whales or whaling and to the objectives and 
purposes of this Convention.  
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ARTICLE VII 

The Contracting Government shall ensure prompt transmission to the International Bureau for 
Whaling Statistics at Sandefjord in Norway, or to such other body as the Commission may 
designate, of notifications and statistical and other information required by this Convention in 
such form and manner as may be prescribed by the Commission.  

ARTICLE VIII 

1. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Convention any Contracting Government may 
grant to any of its nationals a special permit authorizing that national to kill, take and treat 
whales for purposes of scientific research subject to such restrictions as to number and subject 
to such other conditions as the Contracting Government thinks fit, and the killing, taking, and 
treating of whales in accordance with the provisions of this Article shall be exempt from the 
operation of this Convention. Each Contracting Governm
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PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE 
REGULATION OF WHALING, SIGNED AT WASHING TON UNDER DATE 

OF DECEMBER 2, 1946 

Adopted in Washington, USA on 19 November 195 6 

[http://iwcoffice.org/commission/convention.htm] 

 

The Contracting Governments to the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling 
signed at Washington under date of 2nd December, 1946 which Convention is hereinafter 
referred to as the 1946 Whaling Convention, desiring to extend the application of that 
Convention to helicopters and other aircraft and to include provisions on methods of inspection 
among those Schedule provisions which may be amended by the Commission, agree as 
follows: 

ARTICLE I  

Subparagraph 3 of the Article II of the 1946 Whaling Convention shall be amended to read as 
follows: “3. ‘whale catcher’ means a helicopter, or other aircraft, or a ship, used for the purpose 
of hunting, taking, killing, towing, holding on to, or scouting for whales.” 

ARTICLE II  

Paragraph 1 of Article V of the 1946 Whaling Convention shall be amended by deleting the word 
“and” preceding clause (h), substituting a semicolon for the period at the end of the paragraph, 
and adding the following language: “and (i) methods of inspection”. 

ARTICLE III  

1. This Protocol shall be open for signature and ratification or for adherence on behalf of any 
Contracting Government to the 1946 Whaling Convention. 

2. This Protocol shall enter into force on the date upon which instruments of ratification have 
been deposited with, or written notifications of adherence have been received by, the 
Government of the United States of America on behalf of all the Contracting Governments to the 
1946 Whaling Convention. 
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(histological or other biological) evidence is presented to the appropriate national authority 
establishing that the whale could not at that point in its physical cycle have had a calf dependent 
on it for milk. 

“small-type whaling” means catching operations using powered vessels with mounted harpoon 
guns hunting exclusively for minke, bottlenose, beaked, pilot or killer whales. 

II. SEASONS 
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Other Operations  

5. Each Contracting Government shall declare for all whale catchers under its jurisdiction not 
operating in conjunction with a factory ship or land station one continuous open season not to 
exceed six months out of any period of twelve months during which the taking or killing of minke 
whales by such whale catchers may be permitted. Notwithstanding this paragraph one 
continuous open season not to exceed nine months may be implemented so far as Greenland is 
concerned. 

III. CAPTURE 

6. The killing for commercial purposes of whales, except minke whales using the cold grenade 
harpoon shall be forbidden from the beginning of the 1980/81 pelagic and 1981 coastal 
seasons. The killing for commercial purposes of minke whales using the cold grenade harpoon 
shall be forbidden from the beginning of the 1982/83 pelagic and the 1983 coastal seasons.*

7. (a) In accordance with Article V(1)(c) of the Convention, commercial whaling, whether by 
pelagic operations or from land stations, is prohibited in a region designated as the Indian 
Ocean Sanctuary. This comprises the waters of the Northern Hemisphere from the coast of 
Africa to 100°E, including the Red and Arabian Seas and the Gulf of Oman; and the waters 
of the Southern Hemisphere in the sector from 20°E to 130°E, with the Southern boundary 
set at 55°S. This prohibition applies irrespective of such catch limits for baleen or toothed 
whales as may from time to time be determined by the Commission. This prohibition shall be 
reviewed by the Commission at its Annual Meeting in 2002.

 

�•

(b) In accordance with Article V(1)(c) of the Convention, commercial whaling, whether by 
pelagic operations or from land stations, is prohibited in a region designated as the Southern 
Ocean Sanctuary. This Sanctuary comprises the waters of the Southern Hemisphere 
southwards of the following line: starting from 40 degrees S, 50 degrees W; thence due east 
to 20 degrees E; thence due south to 55 degrees S; thence due east to 130 degrees E; 
thence due north to 40 degrees S; thence due east to 130 degrees W; thence due south to 
60 degrees S; thence due east to 50 degrees W; thence due north to the point of beginning. 
This prohibition applies irrespective of the conservation status of baleen and toothed whale 
stocks in this Sanctuary, as may from time to time be determined by the Commission. 
However, this prohibition shall be reviewed ten years after its initial adoption and at 
succeeding ten year intervals, and could be revised at such times by the Commission. 

 

                                                
* 
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The geographical boundaries for the sperm, Bryde’s 

and minke whale stocks in the North Pacific are: 

 

SPERM WHALE STOCKS 

 

WESTERN DIVISION 

West of a line from the ice-edge south along the 180° meridian of longitude to 180°, 50°N, 
then east along the 50°N parallel of latitude to 160°W, 50°N, then south along the 160°W 
meridian of longitude to 160°W, 40°N, then east along the 40°N parallel of latitude to 
150°W, 40°N, then south along the 150°W meridian of longitude to the Equator. 

 

EASTERN DIVISION 

East of the line described above. 

 

BRYDE’S WHALE STOCKS  

 

EAST CHINA SEA 

West of the Ryukyu Island chain. 

 

EASTERN 

East of 160°W (excluding the Peruvian stock area). 

 

WESTERN 

West of 160°W (excluding the East China Sea stock area). 

 

MINKE WHALE STOCKS  

 

SEA OF JAPAN-YELLOW SEA-EAST CHINA SEA 

West of a line through the Philippine Islands, Taiwan, Ryukyu Islands, Kyushu, Honshu, 
Hokkaido and Sakhalin Island, north of the Equator. 

 

OKHOTSK SEA-WEST PACIFIC 
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East of the Sea of Japan-Yellow Sea- East China Sea stock and west of 180°, north of the 
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seasons and thereafter shall be zero. This provision will be kept under review, based upon 
the best scientific advice, and by 1990 at the latest the Commission will undertake a 
comprehensive assessment of the effects of this decision on whale stocks and consider 
modification of this provision and the establishment of other catch limits.*•# 

                                                
* The Governments of Japan, Norway, Peru and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics lodged objection to paragraph 10(e) within 
the prescribed period. For all other Contracting Governments this paragraph came into force on 3 February 1983. Peru withdrew its 
objection on 22 July 1983. The Government of Japan withdrew its objections with effect from 1 May 1987 with respect to commercial 
pelagic whaling; from 1 October 1987 with respect to commercial coastal whaling for minke and Bryde’s whales; and from 1 April 
1988 with respect to commercial coastal sperm whaling. The objections of Norway and the Russian Federation not having been 
withdrawn, the paragraph is not binding upon these Governments. 
• Iceland’s instrument 
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Baleen Whale Catch Limits 

11. The number of baleen whales taken in the Southern Hemisphere in the 2009/2010 pelagic 
season and the 2009 coastal season shall not exceed the limits shown in Tables 1 and 2.�x

12. The number of baleen whales taken in the North Pacific Ocean and dependent waters in 
2010 and in the North Atlantic Ocean in 2010 shall not exceed the limits shown in Tables 1 and 
2.�x  

 

13. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 10, catch limits for aboriginal subsistence 
whaling to satisfy aboriginal subsistence need for the 1984 whaling season and each whaling 
season thereafter shall be established in accordance with the following principles: 

(1) For stocks at or above MSY level, aboriginal subsistence catches shall be permitted so 
long as total removals do not exceed 90 per cent of MSY. 

(2) For stocks below the MSY level but above a certain minimum level, aboriginal 
subsistence catches shall be permitted so long as they are set at levels which will allow 
whale stocks to move to the MSY level.1

                                                
�x  See footnote to Table 1.  
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Sperm Whale Catch Limits  

16. Catch limits for sperm whales of both sexes shall be set at zero in the Southern Hemisphere 
for the 1981/82 pelagic season and 1982 coastal seasons and following seasons, and at zero in 
the Northern Hemisphere for the 1982 and following coastal seasons; except that the catch 
limits for the 1982 coastal season and following seasons in the Western Division of the North 
Pacific shall remain undetermined and subject to decision by the Commission following special 
or annual meetings of the Scientific Committee. These limits shall remain in force until such time 
as the Commission, on the basis of the scientific information which will be reviewed annually, 
decides otherwise in accordance with the procedures followed at that time by the Commission. 

17. It is forbidden to take or kill suckling calves or female whales accompanied by calves. 

Sperm Whale Size Limits  

18. (a) It is forbidden to take or kill any sperm whales below 30 feet (9.2 metres) in length 
except in the North Atlantic Ocean where it is forbidden to take or kill any sperm whales 
below 35 feet (10.7 metres).  

(b) It is forbidden to take or kill any sperm whale over 45 feet (13.7 metres) in length in the 
Southern Hemisphere north of 40° South Latitude during the months of October to January 
inclusive. 

(c) 
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remain in the sea for a longer period than thirty-three hours from the time of killing to the time 
when it is hauled up for treatment. 

(b) Whales taken by all whale catchers, whether for factory ships or land stations, shall be 
clearly marked so as to identify the catcher and to indicate the order of catching. 

V. SUPERVISION AND CONTROL 

21. (a) There shall be maintained on each factory ship at least two inspectors of whaling for the 
purpose of maintaining twenty-four hour inspection provided that at least one such inspector 
shall be maintained on each catcher functioning as a factory ship. These inspectors shall be 
appointed and paid by the Government having jurisdiction over the factory ship; provided that 
inspectors need not be appointed to ships which, apart from the storage of products, are 
used during the season solely for freezing or salting the meat and entrails of whales intended 
for human food or feeding animals. 

(b) Adequate inspection shall be maintained at each land station. The inspectors serving at 
each land station shall be appointed and paid by the Government having jurisdiction over the 
land station. 

(c) There shall be received such observers as the 
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(iii) the gross tonnage, horsepower, length and other characteristics of each; vessels 
used only as tow boats should be specified. 

(3) A list of the land stations which were in operation during the period concerned, and the 
number of miles searched per day by aircraft, if any. 

(b) The information required under paragraph (a)(2)(iii) should als
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31. A Contracting Government shall transmit to the Commission copies of all its official laws and 
regulations relating to whales and whaling and changes in such laws and regulations. 
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