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Foreword

T he A rctic has prove d, time a nd again, to be 
one of the most d y na mic a nd in�ue ntial re gions 
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A changing Arctic

T h e A rc ti c, like m a ny oth e r pa r ts of th e wo r l d, 
is fac in g c h a n g e s p re d o m in a ntl y c au s e d by th e 
ef fe c ts of c lim ate c h a n g e. 

In c re a s e s in ave rag e g l o ba l n e a r-s u r fac e 
te m p e ratu re s s in c e 19 8 0 h ave b e e n t w i c e a s 



Adapting To Change - UK policy towards the Arctic - 4

Why it matters
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“Discovering the Arctic”

Po l a r m at te r s a re pa r t of th e En g lis h N ati o n a l 
Cu r r i cu lu m fo r g e o g ra p hy at b oth p r im a r y a n d 
s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l.  To s u p p o r t d e li ve r y of th e 
cu r r i cu lu m a n d p ro m ote e d u c ati o n o n p o l a r 
m at te r s g e n e ra ll y, th e Roya l G e o g ra p h i c a l 
S o c i et y (w i th IBG), in pa r tn e r s h ip w i th th e 
B r i tis h A nta rc ti c S u r vey a n d th e S c ot tis h 
A s s o c i ati o n fo r M a r in e S c i e n c e, d eve l o p e d 
discoveringthearctic.org.uk.    

D is c ove r in g th e a rc ti c.o rg.u k is a u n i q u e, 
d e d i c ate d we b -ba s e d m i c ro s i te th at fac ili tate s 
in- d e pth a n a l ys is a n d c o m m e nta r y o n is s u e s 
re l eva nt to th e A rc ti c fo r U K s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l 
p u p ils.  T h e we bs i te p rov i d e s g u i d a n c e fo r 
te ac h e r s in i ts u s e in th e c l a s s ro o m, a n d c ove r s 
g e o g ra p hy, b i o l o g y, e nv iro n m e nta l s c i e n c e, 
p hys i c s, c h e m istr y, g e o l o g y, g ove r n m e nt a n d 
p o li ti c s, l e is u re a n d to u r is m.  T h e inte rac ti ve, 
m u l tim e d i a fo r m at s u p p o r ts a ra n g e of fe atu re s 
in c lu d in g we b -ba s e d m e d i a a p p li c ati o ns, 
d is cu s s i o n fo r u m s, te ac h e r s’ ac c e s s a n d we b 
lin ks.  

S in c e i ts l au n c h in 20 0 9 th e s i te h a s b e e n 
p o s i ti ve l y rev i ewe d a n d we ll-u s e d by te ac h e r s, 
a n d in A p r il 2010 th e we bs i te re c e i ve d a S il ve r 
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2.  �e UK’s approach to the Arctic

T h e U K is th e n o r th e r n m o st c o u ntr y o u ts i d e of 
th e e i g ht A rc ti c S tate s; th e n o r th e r n tip of th e 
S h etl a n d Is l a n d s b e in g o n l y 40 0 k m s o u th of th e 
A rc ti c C irc l e.  

T h is c l o s e n e s s, c o m b in e d w i th a l o n g trad i ti o n of 
ex p l o rati o n, h a s g i ve n th e U K a h isto r i c inte re st 
in th e A rc ti c th at d ate s bac k to th e voyag e s of 
d is c ove r y.  

H oweve r, th e U K’s inte re sts g o m u c h f u r th e r 
th a n s im p l e g e o g ra p h i c a l p rox im i t y o r h isto r i c a l 
e n d e avo u r.  T h e in ex tr i c a b l e lin ks b et we e n th e 
A rc ti c a n d g l o ba l p ro c e s s e s m e a ns th at n o n-
A rc ti c S tate s s u c h a s th e U K h ave l e g i tim ate 
inte re sts a n d ro l e s to p l ay in � n d in g s o lu ti o ns 
to m a ny of th e m o st p re s s in g is s u e s fac in g th e 
A rc ti c.  

S o w h at ro l e s h o u l d th e U K p l ay in th e 
stewa rd s h ip of th e A rc ti c?

Vision

T h e U K w ill wo r k towa rd s a n A rc ti c th at is s afe 
a n d s e cu re; we ll g ove r n e d in c o nju n c ti o n w i th 
in d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s a n d in lin e w i th inte r n ati o n a l 
l aw; w h e re p o li c i e s a re d eve l o p e d o n th e ba s is of 
s o u n d s c i e n c e w i th f u ll re g a rd to th e e nv iro n m e nt; 
a n d w h e re o n l y re s p o ns ib l e d eve l o p m e nt ta ke s 
p l ac e.

A ll th e U K’s p o li c i e s towa rd s th e A rc ti c w ill 
c o ntr ib u te in s o m e way towa rd s th e re a lis ati o n of 
th is v is i o n.  T h e v is i o n w ill b e s u p p o r te d by th re e 
p r in c ip l e s:

(i) Respect

T h e d e bate a ro u n d th e A rc ti c is s o m etim e s 
p re s e nte d a s a d i c h oto my b et we e n p rote c tin g th e 
e nv iro n m e nt, p o r tray in g th e A rc ti c a s a p r istin e 
w il d e r n e s s th at n e e d s to b e s ave d in i ts cu r re nt 
fo r m, a n d th e rac e fo r te r r i to r y a n d re s o u rc e s, 
w i th a n a bs o lu te d is re g a rd fo r th e A rc ti c 
e nv iro n m e nt o r th o s e th at li ve th e re.

In re a li t y, p o li c i e s n e e d to b e fo u n d a n d 



(ii) Leadership

T h e U K b e li eve s th at f u n d a m e nta ll y, l e ad e r s h ip 
fo r A rc ti c stewa rd s h ip re sts w i th th e e i g ht A rc ti c 
S tate s a n d th e p e o p l e s w i th in th o s e S tate s.  
T h e s e a re th e c o u ntr i e s a n d p e o p l e s w i th th e 



This Framework

T h is Fra m ewo r k is inte n d e d to b e a c l e a r 
ex p o s i ti o n of G ove r n m e nt p o li c i e s towa rd s th e 
A rc ti c a n d w ill b e rev i ewe d re g u l a r l y.  A s s u c h, i t 



UK funded Arctic research

T h e U K h a s a l a rg e, ac ti ve a n d g row in g A rc ti c s c i e n c e c o m m u n i t y, w i th at l e a st 77 U K insti tu ti o ns 
invo l ve d in A rc ti c re s e a rc h, in c lu d in g 46 u n i ve r s i ti e s a n d 20 re s e a rc h insti tu te s.  In 2011 a l o n e, m o re 
th a n 50 0 in d i v i d u a l U K s c i e ntists w i th re g iste re d A rc ti c inte re sts p ro d u c e d ove r 50 0 A rc ti c-re l ate d 
p u b li c ati o ns, fo u r tim e s a s m a ny a s th o s e p ro d u c e d in 20 0 0.
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3.  �e human dimension

T h e b e d ro c k o n w h i c h a ll of th e U K’s p o li c i e s 
towa rd s th e A rc ti c a re ba s e d is th e fac t th at th e 
re g i o n m u st b e o n e th at is p e ac ef u l, sta b l e a n d 
we ll g ove r n e d.

T h e refo re, th e � r st te n et of U K p o li cy towa rd s 
th e A rc ti c is to s u p p o r t a n d wo r k c o o p e rati ve l y 
a n d c o nstr u c ti ve l y w i th th e e i g ht A rc ti c S tate s 
a n d th e A rc ti c’s in d i g e n o u s p e o p l e s, b il ate ra ll y 
a n d m u l til ate ra ll y, th ro u g h fo ra s u c h a s th e A rc ti c 
C o u n c il. 

T h e U K re m a ins c o m m i t te d to p re s e r v in g th e 
sta b ili t y a n d s e cu r i t y of th e A rc ti c re g i o n.  T h is 
o bj e c ti ve w ill b e p u r s u e d th ro u g h a w i d e ra n g e 
of d efe n c e e n g ag e m e nt a n d b il ate ra l s e cu r i t y 
c o - o p e rati o n w i th a nu m b e r of c l o s e a lli e s a n d 
pa r tn e r s in th e re g i o n.  T h is w ill in c lu d e th e 
e s s e nti a l tra in in g n e e d e d fo r th e m ili ta r y o n c o l d 
we ath e r tra in in g exe rc is e.  T h e ro l e of N ATO w ill 
re m a in c e ntra l, a s w ill th e U K’s pa r ti c ipati o n in th e 
A rc ti c S e c u r i t y Fo rc e s Ro u n d ta b l e fo r u m, w h i c h 
p ro m ote s s e cu r i t y c o - o p e rati o n o n is s u e s s u c h 
a s s i tu ati o n a l awa re n e s s a n d s e a rc h a n d re s cu e 
m is s i o ns.

Governance
Promoting good governance of the Arctic through 
existing fora and legal mechanisms

T h e va st m a jo r i t y of te r r i to r y in th e A rc ti c fa lls 





• In 20 0 4, U K n atu ra l a n d s o c i a l s c i e ntists 
c o ntr ib u te d to th e S u sta in a b l e D eve l o p m e nt 
Wo r k in g G ro u p’s “A rc ti c H u m a n D im e ns i o n 
R e p o r t ”.

• S in c e 20 0 8, th e U K’s N atu ra l Env iro n m e nt 
R e s e a rc h C o u n c il (N ERC) h a s b e e n a 
m e m b e r of th e A rc ti c C o u n c il-s p o ns o re d 
“S u sta in in g A rc ti c O bs e r v in g N et wo r k ”, 
w h i c h a im s to p rov i d e a n inte r n ati o n a l 
s et tin g fo r c o - o rd in atin g A rc ti c o bs e r vati o n a l 
n et wo r ks.

• In 20 0 9, re s e a rc h e r s f ro m th e U n i ve r s i t y 
of L a n c a ste r c o ntr ib u te d to th e A rc ti c 
M o n i to r in g a n d A s s e s s m e nt Pro g ra m m e’s 
“ Pe r s iste nt O rg a n i c Po llu ta nts” re p o r t.

• In 2010, U K c o ns e r vati o n re s e a rc h g ro u ps, 
n ota b l y th e Zo o l o g i c a l S o c i et y of Lo n d o n, 
th e Inte r n ati o n a l Wad e r S tu d y G ro u p 
a n d U N EP-WC M C, h e lp e d d eve l o p th e 
C o ns e r vati o n of A rc ti c F l o ra a n d Fau n a’s 
“A rc ti c B i o d i ve r s i t y Tre n d s” re p o r t.

• In 2011, e i g ht U K re s e a rc h e r s m ad e 
s i g n i � c a nt c o ntr ib u ti o ns to th e A rc ti c 
M o n i to r in g a n d A s s e s s m e nt Pro g ra m m e’s 
“S n ow, Wate r, Ic e a n d Pe r m af ro st ” (SWIPA) 
re p o r t.

• B et we e n 2011 a n d 2013, th e Pl y m o u th 
M a r in e L a b o rato r y h a s b e e n pa r t of th e 
A rc ti c C o u n c il’s “O c e a n Ac i d i � c ati o n E x p e r t 
G ro u p”.  N ERC’s O c e a n Ac i d i � c ati o n 
Pro g ra m m e h a s lin ks w i th th e A rc ti c 
M o n i to r in g a n d A s s e s s m e nt Pro g ra m m e’s 
2013 wo r k o n o c e a n ac i d i � c ati o n.

• In 2012, U K re s e a rc h e r s we re invo l ve d in 
s c o p in g th e A rc ti c C o u n c il’s “A rc ti c C h a n g e 
A s s e s s m e nt ” - a fo ll ow u p to th e 20 0 4 
A rc ti c C lim ate Im pac t A s s e s s m e nt th at U K 
re s e a rc h e r s h e lp e d d eve l o p.  

• In 2012 a n d 2013, th e U K’s Jo int N atu re 
C o ns e r vati o n C o m m i t te e in p u t into wo r k o n 
e c o syste m-ba s e d m a n ag e m e nt u n d e r ta ke n 



UK science in action: supporting governance



4.  �e environmental dimension

T h e A rc ti c is a u n i q u e e nv iro n m e nt of g l o ba l 
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