
Perusall Create a Perusall account and enter your course code DREW-63E8X upon 
registration. 

Homework: Assignments posted on course schedule are due at the beginning of the next class 
unless otherwise indicated.  Homework turned in after the deadline will not be 
accepted unless arrangements are made before the homework is late.   
See schedule for when homework is due.  Permission to hand-in HW via e-mail may 
be arranged in advance and will not be accepted without prior arrangements.     
Homework and reading assignments (other than from the text book) will be posted on 
blackboard 
 

Home-work make-
up: 

Attend neuroscience seminars online at http://neuroseries.info.nih.gov/ or on campus. 
Check with the instructor to ask if the seminar will count as a neuroscience seminar).  
A write-up about a seminar will substitute for one HW assignment (peer-reviews of 
selected articles).  Up to 3 HW assignments can be substituted by a seminar write-

literature relevant to these topics.  Critical thinking skills and experimental design will 
be taught through discussion of original research papers that relate to the lecture 
topic.    
 
Prerequisite: BIOL B417, CHEM F470 or equivalent instruction in basic cell and 
molecular biology and nervous system function. 

Course Goals: 



  Receptor subtypes and effectors 
  Termination of effect 
    Basic neurochemical anatomy of transmitter systems   
    Neuromodulation via astrocytes 

 
(Homework) Students will be guided by the instructor through critical evaluation of 
peer-reviewed papers to achieve the following objectives: 

• Apply knowledge of neurochemical transmission to interpretation of peer 
reviewed papers. 

• Apply knowledge of neurochemistry and experimental design to critically 
evaluate original research papers and literature reviews. 

• Develop critical thinking skills and oral and written communication styles to 
defend one’s own interpretation of the data. 

• Know how to prepare comments for authors to be submitted in response to an 
invitation by a journal editor to review a manuscript.   

 
(Group project assignment) Students will gain practice with oral presentations of 
original research towards the following objectives: 

• Become namiúiar with original literature related to  topic of interest inက 

neurochemis℀ry 

• Develop effestiv  teshniaus for oral presentatin of original reᘀeaကrch 

• Develop effestiv  teshniaus for otiiÙing pEsitive ¨rou dynamics and 

prorustivity as a t�am Ulayer and as aက roup le{eᘀ.  Total points iscalsulated nrom the a�era¨ of all precentationᘀ. Ɉesh roup will give as many precentationᘀ aᄀ there are members in t瀀 roup. Ȥlthoughက we try for ŧ peol� per roupñ Նomшti�eᘀ ŧ soes no diide into cúacs nuᘀber evenly gnd we enx up ¬ith Ňģroup. ͤomшti�eᘀaက roup �eᘀbr wilú sroT th úacs benore the enx of th e�estшr. oups may ¨ie more prшᘀentation t瀀n membersñ b� all rou挀 mՈst ive at leest as may presentaions as£ro�p �eᘀbers.  




