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Create a Sun��ial
Explore how to tell time with the help of the Sun! 

Materials: 

Sun��ial Template printable (or draw your own),
scissors, pencil, playdough or clay, glue. You will 
also need a sunny day and access to outside. 

Instructions: 

Step 1: Cut out the �•�µ�v��ial template and number
markers. If you are making your own, draw a circle  
8 inches (20 cm) in diameter, and write the numbers 
1 through 12 on smaller pieces of paper. 

Step 2: Place your circle in an outside location that 
will remain sunny as long as possible. 

Alternatively, you �����v��make a larger circle on the ground and mark the
edges with rocks, snow, or sticks. 

Step 3: Make a ball from playdough or clay, about 1 inch (2.5 cm) thick. Place 
it the center of the circle. Stick one end of the pencil in the ball so it stands 
straight up. The pencil should cast a thin shadow on the paper, similar to the 
hand on a clock. As the �^un moves in the sky, this shadow will help you tell
time! 

Step 4
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http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/curriculum/Athabascan/ObservingSnow/fourcorners.html
https://www.gi.alaska.edu/alaska-science-forum/sundial-fairbanks



