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Colorful Paper Chromatography 
Discover how scientists use color to study materials, and make your own 

colorful artwork! 
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Colorful Chemistry: Chromatography 
Paper chromatography is a method to separate the parts of a mixture. In this 
activity, water moves through the paper, separating the different color inks 
in each marker. The inks contain a number of different molecules, each with 
unique characteristics such as size and solubility (ability to dissolve). Because 

http://www.nisenet.org/catalog/chemistry-colorful
https://www.nisenet.org/catalog/chemistry-colorful
https://www.redtedart.com/paper-chromatography-flowers/

