
University of Alaska Peer Institution Groups

Peer comparisons are useful in establishing how well the University of Alaska (UA) or its campuses compare on given
measures to institutions of like size, mission, and organization. Peer comparisons are also useful in targeting best
practices. UA Data Strategy & IR prepares and utilizes several peer groups for comparison studies. Choosing an
appropriate peer group should take into account the particular study and information requested. Peer analyses are
intended to allow for uniform and consistent comparisons among institutions. However, definitional and reporting
differences often exist between universities. As a result, the analyses are most useful for examining aggregate
relationships, averages, or trends in the data rather than distinct and specific values in any one category.

Group 1 – Student Enrollment/Resource Allocation Peers

The Student Enrollment/Resource Allocation Peer group is used compare the UA System to other public university
systems, covering a broad mission spectrum of community college through Ph.D. instruction to include significant
research. Peer financial information can be found through the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) using
definitions consistent with annual financial statement presentation for all universities with students receiving federal
financial aid. From this information, UA can be compared to other public university systems in several common
expenditure and revenue categories. However, in any one category definitional or reporting differences may exist among
peer institutions. This group of peer institutions is further subdivided by student enrollment: student FTE under 30,000
between 30,000 and 60,000, and student FTE over 60,000. UA has a student FTE of approximately 16,000.
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University of Alaska Peer Institution Groups

Group 3 – Competitive Peers
Another peer group includes states and universities viewed as competitors to the University of Alaska. Alaska has one of
the highest negative net migration rates in the nation, i.e. net number of students leaving the state to pursue
post-secondary training, behind only the District of Columbia and Hawaii (US Census Bureau, Census 2000 Special
Reports). Alaska continues to be one of the
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University of Alaska Peer Institution Groups

Table 4a. University of Alaska Type



University of Alaska Peer Institution Groups

Table 4b. University of Alaska Type B Community Campus Peer Group – Continued

Sitting Bull College ND Vermillion Community College MN
Southwestern Community College IA West Shore Community College MI
Stone Child College MT Western Wyoming Community College WY
University of Arkansas Community College Hope AR York County Community College ME
University of New Mexico-Los Alamos Campus NM

Additional Peer Comparison Groups

Additionally, UA Data Strategy & IR uses unique peer groups for specific studies. These include the following:

● Western States comparison – Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, and
Wyoming. These states face some of the same challenges that Alaska does in terms of distance, rural access, and
economy. UA’s breadth of degree offerings has been compared to those of all public institutions with these states.

● National Center for Higher Educࠐ
aneloicYo p g


