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. All definitions related to the financial aid section appear at the end of the Definitions document.

. Items preceded by an asterisk (*) represent definitions agreed to among publishers which do not appear on the CDS document but

may be present on individual publishers’ surveys.

*Academic advisement: Plan
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Credit: Recognition of attendance or performance in an instructional activity (course or program) that can be applied by a recipient
toward the requirements for a degree, diploma, certificate, or recognized postsecondary credential.

Credit course: A course that, if successfully completed, can be applied toward the number of courses required for achieving a degree,
diploma, certificate, or other recognized postsecondary credential.

Credit hour: Aunit of measure representing an hour (50 minutes) of instruction over a 15-week period in a semester or trimester system or
a 10-week period in aquarter system. It is applied toward the total number of hours needed for completing the requirements of a degree,
diploma, certificate, or recognized postsecondary credential.

Cross-registration: A system whereby students enrolled at one institution may take courses at another institution without having to
apply to the second institution.

Deferred admission: The practice of permitting admitted students to postpone enrollment, usually for a period of one academic term or
oneyear.

Degree: An award conferred by a college, university, or other postsecondary education institution as official recognition for the
successful completion of a program of studies.

Degree-seeking students: Students enrolled in courses for credit who are recognized by the institution as seeking a degree or recognized
postsecondary credential. At the undergraduate level, this is intended to include students enrolled in vocational or occupational
programs.

Differs by program (calendar system): A calendar system classification that is used by institutions that have occupational/vocational
programs of varying length. These schools may enroll students at specific times depending on the program desired. For example, a school
might offer a two-month program in January, March, May, September, and November; and a three-month program in January, April, and
October.

Diploma: See Postsecondary award, certificate, or diploma.

Distance learning: An option for earning course credit at off-campus locations via cable television, internet, satellite classes, videotapes,
correspondence courses, or other means.

Doctor’s degree-research/scholarship: APh.D. or other doctor's degree that requires advanced work beyond the master’s level, including
the preparation and defense of a dissertation based on original research, or the planning and execution of an original project
demonstrating substantial artistic or
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*Freshman/new student orientation: Orientation addressing the academic, social, emotional, and intellectual issues involved in
beginning college. May be a few hours or a fewdays in length; at some colleges, there is a fee.

Full-time student (undergraduate): A student enrolled for 12 or more semester credits, 12 or more quarter credits, or 24 or more clock
hours a week each term.

Geographical residence (as admission factor): Special consideration in the admission process given to students from a particular
region, state, or country of residence.

Grade-point average (academic high school GPA): The sum of grade points a student has earned in secondary school divided by the
number of courses taken. The most common system of assigning numbers to grades counts four points for an A, three points fora B, two
points fora C, one point fora D,
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Less Than 1 Academic Year : Requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level (below the baccalaureate
degree) in less than 1 academic year (2 semesters or 3 quarters) or in less than 900 clock hours by a student enrolled full-time.

At Least 1 But Less Than 2 Academic Years: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level (belowthe
baccalaureate degree) in at least 1 but less than 2 full-time equivalent academic years, or designed for completion in at least 30 but less
than 60 credit hours, or in at least 900 but less than 1,800 clock hours.

At Least
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Non-need athletic awards
Non-need federal grants
Non-need state grants
Non-need outside grants
Non-need student loans
Non-need parent loans
Non-need work

© 00 N o O~ W

Non-need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs from institutional, state, or other sources for which a student need not demonstrate
financial need to qualify.

Work study and employment: Federal and state work study aid, and any employment packaged by your institution in financial aid
awards.

18)&*1;$;(;"$8 0" 1*HKJ



