%L]DUUH ROG KRUURU AOP VHUYHV DV XQLTXH SOD\ IRU 7KHDWUH 8%)
By Erica Goff Published Friday, April 17, 2009 E[:,f i_lmﬁiﬁh

A silly old horror flm; “as silly as silly can  lenging. - -
be.” That’s what director and University of “| wanted to do Da [ | .y N CWS = _ ainer
Alaska Fairbanks theater professor Anatoly something that was not
Antohin said of the story “The Cabinet of Dr.  script based. | wanted to see if I still
Caligari” during a taped rehearsal for the show challenges was important for the long-time vet-
in February. eran of theater because this will be his last show

While Antohin does maintain the story, based at UAF. After 20 years with the university, he
on a 1919 silent horror FIm, is silly, it is obvi- will retire and move to Africa, where he plans
ous after speaking with him about the show he is to open his own theater. It is a perfect time, he
cognizant of the many elements within his stage said, to examine his ability to speak that univer-
version that are not so silly. sal language of real theater.

“One of the things we’re asking is, “‘What is  “Theater is theater. It is a common language,
fear?” We show the graduation of fear, from fear and this story is representative of that concept.
to panic to horror, to terror, to murder. It is what ‘Caligari’ is movement based, not literal lan-
we see today,” the Russian-born director said, guage based,” he said.
referencing a connection to modern day issues  His universal understanding of theater, his
such as the War on Terror adhered by the Bush |ife’s ambition, helped the Russian-born direc-
Administration. “How long do we keep taking tor to adapt to his home in Alaska after years
our shoes off  of a small German town that hagagfifekg€round Italy. In Italy, he said, he was a
a plague of unexplained murders. Francis and a foreigner, “still a Russian.” But in America, he
friend, Alan, visit a fair in town and come upon was “an American with a Russian accent.” He
a hypnotist, Dr. Caligari, who seems to be in found this to be especially true in Fairbanks.
control of a sleepwalker, Cesare. Caligari claims “| feel like | understand things here. | under-
Cesare can t.eII the future, and, despite warnir)gs stand the people | am working with, the Univer-
from Francis, Alan requests a fo_reshadowmg sity, the people in town,” he said. “I hope this
fortune: “How long do | have to live?” Cesare

can be true in Africa.”
replies he’ll be dead by morning.

e For now he’s enjoying his fnal project at

_ When his frle_nd s fortune proves tr_ug, Fran- Theatre UAF. His enjoyment of adapting the
cis suspects Caligari and Cesare, suspicion that story for stage is apparent when he talks of the
proves true after Cesare kidnaps Francis’ fan- uniqueness of it — “It is often to be adapted
cee, Jane. A mad search for the doctor and the from stage to screen, but not often done from
somnambulist (sleepwalker) ensues. screen to stage,” he explained — and the vari-

The fear connection? In Antohin’s produc- ous quirks of production — “We ran exactly the
tion, the townsfolk become enthralled with same |ength, 70 minutesy as the 0rigina| f|m’

the chase, overcome by the fear, and set out to 5o jt was meant to be,” he said with a grin. His
murder Caligary because of their “fear of the excitement cannot be contained when he talks
unknown,” Antohin said. The plot and action ahout his new take on the twist ending that cap-
development were, he said, quite advanced for tyred so many viewers since the flm’s release
the time period in which the original movie was 90 years ago. But, this article will not give away

made. the surprise.
“It is a simple story, based on that old flm,  «|’m taking the twist ending to another lev- R | i
one of the frst full length movies, but it was also g| ” he said, promising at the end of the play the
a concept movie,” Antohin said. audience will “understand they all have fear in- All photos by John Wagner

The cast of Theatre UAF's production of “Dr.
Caligari” poses together Sunday afternoon,
April 12, 2009, in the Salisbury Theatre.

Prepared for the inevitable question — Why side them, as we all do.”
this story, originally created for flm, and why
now — Antohin said there are many reasons.
For one thing, he said, it’s fun as well as chal-




