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Theatre UAF tackles LGBT issues with the play “Stop Kiss”

One minute, Callie and Sara are
walking down the street, getting
to know one another, and stopping
IR VKDUH WKHLU ¢UMIi NLW  7KH QH[W D
savage attack changes the course of
their burgeoning relationship, leading
fKHP R H[DPLQH WKHLU OLYHV TULHQGV
DQG IDPLOLHV DQG HDFK RIKHU

That is the theme throughout “Stop
Kiss,” the fall mainstage production
by Theatre UAF and directed by
professor Carrie Baker, who’s tackled
socially conscious topics before such
as income inequality in “Speech &
Debate” in 2013 and the death of gay
college student Matthew Shephard in
37KH /DUDPLH 3URIHFI LQ 36IRS
LW ZULIHQ E\ "LDQD 6RQ DQG ¢ UWH
SUHPLHULQJ LQ LV %DNHUV VL[IK
Theatre UAF production as director

ZD\~

The production stars senior theater
students Katrina Kuharich and Sierra
Trinchet in the roles of Callie and Sara,
UHVSHFILYHO\  %RIK DUH XVLQJ WKH SOD\
DV IIKHLU IKHVLV SURNHFH#YV 7 KDW PHDQV IIKH
two actors are delving into the psyche
and mechanisms of the playwright, the
SOD\ DQG WKHLU FKDUDFIHWV

“The most interesting thing for me
is actually the writing of the play,”
- XKDULFK VDLG 36KH FUHDIHV lIKHVH WZR
tracks of the story — the A track of
Sara and Callie falling in love and the
% WUDFN R1 WKH DINDFN DQG WKH DIWHUPDIK
My take is it’s a story about not only
iZR SHRSOH ¢QGLQJ WKHLU UHODILRQVKLS
but all of the things that come into
FUHDILQJ D UHODWLRQVKLS ,Ifv  EHHQ D
huge process trying to go back and
IRWK EHIZHHQ IKHVH WZR WUDFNV IV
incredibly challenging, which makes
LD JUHDW WKHVLY UROH ~

The play is told in a nonlinear
format, meaning it jumps around
chronologically, hence the reference
IR WZR 3IUDFNV” LQ IKH SURGXFILRQ

“That’s also the beauty of watching
the show as an audience,” Kuharich
VDLG  3<RX{UH FUHDILQJ WKH WIRU\
and putting it together for yourself
since you’re not seeing it in a linear
ILPHOLQH 7KH QRQULQHDU VIRUNIHOOLQJ LV
PXLSXUSRVH IV XVHG WR SXVK DFWRUV
DQG XVHG R #HOO WKH VIRU\ R1 WKH FRXSOH ~

Despite the underlying story — two
women who are attacked for being gay
— the production consists of a well-
written play with a funny and tender
VLGH DV ZH00 7ULQFKHI VDLG

3.V EHDXILIX0 ~ VKH VDLG 3,Il ORRNV
good, it sounds good and I love the
VIRU\ iV D VIRU\ ORIV RI' SHRSOH FDQ
FRQQHFI ZLIK ~

The role of Sara is one Trinchet
FDOOHG IIKH PRW WHFKQLFDOON GLI¢ FXW
role she’s tackled to date because of
the quick scene changes and timing on
VIDJH EHFDXVH R1 #KH QRQOLQHDU IRUPDI
The issues addressed in the play are
also ones Trinchet said she has no
SUREOHP VIDQGLQJ XS IRU

The cast of Theatre UAF’s “Stop Kiss” (left
to right) Cynthia Jones, Mallory Smyth,
Sierra Trinchet, Katrina Kuharich, Corey

Dirutigliano and Nate Cole.
Kade Mendelowitz, Theatre UAF Photo

Cast
Nate Cole — Detective Cole
Corey Dirutigliano — George
Cynthia Jones2 O = LQVOH\ 1XUVH
Katrina Kuharich — Callie
Mallory Smyth — Peter
Sierra Trinchet — Sara
Crew
Carrie Baker — director
Kade Mendelowitz — scenic and lighting de-
signer
Stephanie Sandberg — costume designer
Chris John George — sound designer
Colby Freel — stage manager
Sam Thompson — assistant director



