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Director’s Notes

By Kavelina Torres
Wagqaa(Hello),

I amKavelinaTorres of the Holy CrossTribe. Daughterof Terry Anderson
who isthe daughterof the late Catherine Ann Greenof Aniak, Alaska,who is
the daughterof Massapokorlukof Piamiut. Daughterof the late CraigHF
Andersonwho is the son of the late Howard and VermelleAnderson of
Belleville,New Jersey.l wrote and directed Tumyararg-gaa ascript 10years
in the makingfrom ideato script to this form you seeon the sound stage.

It isfitting that Tumyaraqggaaisthe first Tuma Theatre in decades.
Tumyarag-gaaasksthe question:"Is this the trail?" and in amore metaway:
“Is this the way?”

"Tuma" meansfootprint. "Tumyarag"means"it is being atrail" and with the
enclitic "-gaa"it makesthe word Tumyarag gaaaquestion. As we question
our lives, if we arefollowing the right trail, and our time spenton earth, | hope
we cancometogether and laughfor this bit. | wishyouto havemanyjourneys
togetherwith friends and separately.l hope



Tumyarag-gaais an Indigenousfuturisms situation comedythat exploresthe
link betweenland and Peopleslt signalsthat we (Indigenous Peoples)are
herein the past,the present,andthe future.

Re-opening Tuma Theatre with afuturistic play,is abold decisionfor the
Theatre



Feelfree to laughaswe prepareto fly into the outer reachesandthe black
void of space!

Cast & Crew bios

Kellie Bernstein: World Leader #5

Kellie Bernstein appeared as Dr. Rita in the short film A Night
For Conversatioand Bodies of Water, both with Film UAF.
She has appeared in mainstage productions at Theatre UAF
including The Ash Girl, A Midsummer NighBPseamand Pride
and Prejudiceshe has also performed in Interior Independent
Theatre musicalsAvenue Qand Evil Dead: The Musicals well
as Fairbanks Shakespeare Theatre production Twelfth Night.
Kellie has most recently participated in Naked Stage
Productions burlesque. She is excited to be part of this
indigenous TV pilot and hopes to be part of future
productions written and directed by Kavelina Torres!

Canaar Chanar: Tekitua, Chief Engineer

CanaarChanar is from Toksook Bay, Alaska. He is a student
at UAF studying rural development with an emphasis on
being awesome.

August Cooper: Squad leader, EPK & Production Assistal
August would like to thank his family and friends for helping
him with hiscareer mindset. He would like to thank Carrie
Baker for being an amazing mentor. August is a Film and
Performing Arts major with a minor in Communication, and
wishes to use all the skills he has learned to become a film
and stage actor!

Charlotte Gray Tax Drone

Charlotte Gray just moved to Fairbanks from Vermont, where
she was actively involved in the Middlebury College theatre
community. There she was in American Idi®unday in the
Park with Georgand various studentrun productions. She
has taudnt theater for the American Conservatory Theater’s
Youth Conservatory, Bay Area Children’s Theater, and Ivy
Camps in Shanghai. She is thrilled to be back on stage after
the pandemic, and would like to extend special gratitude to
her Fairbanks family (ThuleMishka, and Bremner) and, of
course, her best friend Tony.



Kyle Moore: Atauciiq, First Mate

An Athabascan actor, Kyle Moore comes from the village of
Dot Lake that his great grandma Doris Charles founded. He
was thrust into acting when he was referred a play called

The Three Musketeers in 2018 with FDA. He took on four roles
straight out of the gate and hasn't looked back. He has since
jumped from play to play and even branched out to

performing in FST's Scottish play in 2019 and ripping his

pants df in Rachel Blackwell's burlesque show Netflix and
Naughty Bitsat The Basement.

David Leslie: Dr. Suupaagq, Spiritual Advisor

David Leslie is a queer Ifiupiag, his mother Kookie is from
Kotzebue, and they were both raised in Fairbanks by his
grandmother, Carol Leslie. He started theatre with the
Lathrop High School Ballroom Dance Team, and is now a
Golden State Dance Teachers Association certified
instructor. He currently works as an Activities Aide at the
Fairbanks Pioneer Home where he's tiéSEA 52 union
steward. He's studied Film and Broadcast Journalism at UAF,
directed a production ofRocky Horror Picture Shéov Naked
Stage Productions, has toured the state as an actor for The
Winter Bear Projecspins fire with Fairbanks Fire & Flow, has
been a board member of the Tanana Valley State Fair
Association for the last three years, and runs his own
burlesque troupe, Daddy D's Dirty Dancers. He is proud to
support Kave


https://uaf.edu/cla/contact/contact-us.php
https://uaf.edu/theatrefilm/
https://www.uaf.edu/cla/
https://www.facebook.com/TheatreUAF
https://www.facebook.com/alaskafilm
https://www.facebook.com/UAFTheatreFilmDept
https://www.instagram.com/theatreuaf/




Too Ozhrii (Misty Nickoli); Ellalluk, Captain

Social Justice has been a lifelong focus for Too Oozhrii
(Misty) Nickoli. Additionally, her animated Indigenous
storytelling and comedy are an integral part of her identity,
the combination of which has led to Misty’s passion for
acting. Misty is Denaa (Kgukon Athabascan) from Gga doh
(Kaltag) and her paternal family line is Tsimpsian originating
from Metlakatla. Misty’s first official involvement in acting
was in the 201&Vinter BeaKuskokwim tour where she
played the female lead. Shortly after she j&d a small group
of socially conscious thespians as a founding member of
Breadcrumbs Theatre. The troupe focused on developing
skills and sharing in both Playback Theater and Theater of
the Oppressed. For the past five or so years Misty has been
performingas her alter ego Grandma (a character beloved in
Indigenous country) in short improv at gatherings, trainings
and conferences.

Kalesha Pearson: World Leader #1

Kalesha Pearson loves performing behind the camera with
the UAF Theatre and Film Departmeth Ms. Pearson has
made on screen appearances in the productions of Bodies of
Water, written by Adrina Knutson and directed by Maya
SalganekTwo Roadswritten and directed by Kyleigh
Huntsman;Pink Violet written and directed by Keziah
Anderson; and of ¢



Patrick Sandstrom: Squad

Acting Credits: Audience Plant and Raven in The Brothers
Grimm Spectaculathodirected byRachael Blackwell (2022
FDA); Extra inA Case Study for Immortality written by Charlie
Wolgemuth and Nolan Earnest, directed by Nolan Earnest
(2022 UAF); Patrick has operated a Youtube channel called
Proffesah Funkgnd has uploaded weekly for over a year

Theresa Sherron: World Leader #3

Theresa Sherron, originally from Texas has been a part of
drama since the 5th grade. She has continued acting by being
a part of National Geo’s Something Bit Mad training with
professional acting coaches in the lower 48. She has put her
love into actingand creating stories by her first adult fantasy
novel releasing The Fate of Elysian.

Sean Asik uk Topkok: Kaakth






FLPA Faculty & Staff



Maya SalganekAssociate Professor of Film and Video
Arts) is the founding director of the UAF Film Reel Alaska
Mentoring Experience (FRAME). As a filmmaker and
educator living on the unceded lands of the Dena peopaé

the lower Tanana river, her cinematic work often features the
people and stories of Alaska, which aim to decolonize the
screen. Maya is dedicated to developing positive role models
on film that reflect the diversity of our community. Through
her courses and projects, she nurtures visually sovereign
storytellers capable of expressing themselves within their
own communities, as well as to a wider audience. Maya has
worked as a producer or director on dozens of films in Alaska,
from feature-length narrative films to NSF funded
documentaries about climate change.
https://www.mayasalganek.com




Alex Gagne Hawes (Scene Shop Supervison thrilled to
join UAF this year as the Scene Shop Supervisor. Previously,






